’ ’ ARTICLE APPEARED
ON PAGE__ A~

NEW YORK TIMES
3 SEPTEMBER 1981

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/18 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000202370001-8

-

Indig

o TR,
T Speciatto The Naw York Tl

’NEW DELHI, Sept, 2-- A spokesraan
for the. Foreign Ministry .confirmed:
today that India had vetoed the posting

of a senlor diplemat at the United States.
Embassyhere, % .
* The spokesman said the Government
had declded against accepting the diplo-

mat, George G. B. Griffin, as political"

- counselor “after a careful evatuation of-
_his activities during his various postings
{inIndia and the subcontinent.” » 3
“NOIt. 13 incorrect to. suggest,”.’'the
. spokesmian sald, “that views, informa-’

tion or pronouncements made by, any.
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played a part in India’s
2 Reports ‘from Washington had sug-
gested that the Indian action was {nflu-
enced by the Soviet Union. The State De-
partment said that the decision was un-
warranted and that it was “‘particidarly
-regretful’”’ that the decision came at a
time “when Mr. Griffin had been a‘tar-
get of’ -a,

paign.’y.." -

“+The Indian spokesman, In denying
‘that outside Views had a bearing on his

-the Governmeént of India.”

sing Introduced into bilateral rela-
tions’* with the United States, which, he
have alyways sogg};g

tostrengthen.” - . Y G 4
;. Mr: Griffin was with the United Stats§

misslon in Calcutta in 1971-when India
. was moving toward war with Pakistan
' over Bangladesh. He has-also served in
1 Colombo, Sti Lanka, and in Islamabad,
i Pakistan. 55 1> il

1. Pro-Soviet iewspavers inIndia have

| Mr. Gritfin will be assigned to an bm.!
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Soviet disinformation - cam-. gtates Embassy. According to Indian'|,
>’ not favored by the Government because

Government's decision said, **Any Such.
‘cosiclusion or insinuation is resented by |-

i He ssald Mr. Griffin wa3 beihg re-:
ected *to avold unnecessary Iriction:

lomat,
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: frequently uséd his name in connection j

© with activitles attributed to the Central?
; | Intelligence Agency. Mr. Griffin’s visits '

| here from Kabul to brief the press have |
-alsodrawnadverse comnients, - .- - ]
{ At one polnt the Soviet Embassy. was %
i reported to have protested to the Indian |
; Foreign Ministry about- “biased press-
briefings” on developments in Afghani-
stan said to emanate from the United

: reports, Mr, Griffin’s appointment was

of his “difficult attitude toward India

and his intelligerice cornections,” "
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" . U.S.Explains Retallation * & °.
i WASHINGTON, Sept. 2 (UPI) — The |
: State Departmént said'today that it had
barred the posting of an Indian diplomat -
here inretaliation for New Deihi’s rejec-:!
tionof George2 G. B. Griffin. = " - %
7. The.department accused the Soviels
Unien'of complicity in the affair on the
ground that the Russians had spread al..:
legations in India that Mr. Griffin was -
anintelligenceagentsziv: in | 4L
- Mr, Griffin, 46 years-old, had served”
in the United States Embassy in Kabul,
Afghanistan, and was tebe assigned this:
summerto the embassy inNew Dejhi kd
-, When the Indian declined: to.accept
him, the United States refused tg allow:
‘&n Indian diplomat to come here, ac-:
-cording-to Dean Fischer, the State Deu;
partment spokesman, -5 585 0 A
. “We did tell the Indlans that if Mz
i Griffin were not allowed to' proceed 1o+
iNew Delhi as planned, we did not wish-
; his opposite number, a political cotimsess
tlor.-being assigned t6 Washington, 10 |
proceed here,” Mr. Flscher said. “We3
did ask the Indians, when this mattef’
arose, to reconsider their action, But*]
they did net change their position,” "~ 1%
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P‘}?“,‘y imanother ggzjritry, officials said. z




